
In a nutshell 
The Wolverine
Partnership is a unique
research approach that
combines traditional
knowledge and cutting
edge science. The Alberta
Trappers' Association
(ATA) and Alberta
Conservation Association
(ACA) are working
together to inventory the
elusive wolverine across
the province. We are
using questionnaires,
harvest information and
field data to determine
wolverine distribution,
population trends and
habitat associations. 

Fieldwork update
This past winter, 25
trappers have been busy
maintaining their
traplines and collecting
field data for the
wolverine project
through the end of
March. We thank these
trappers for taking time
out of their already full
schedule to keep the run
poles working and
recording other
observations. ACA
biologists have had the
unique opportunity to
visit with some trappers
in the field and learn
firsthand how much skill,
dedication and hard work
it takes to run a trapline.
Below are a few of our
favourite photos from our
trips into the field.

Trapper and ACA

biologist work together

to collect hair samples

and reset clips at run

pole #27 near Birch

Mountains, December

2012. Photo: S. Webb

Our trip to the Birch

Mountains was filled with

full days, complete with

sensational sunsets each

night. This one was taken

in the House Creek burn.

Photo: S. Webb

Trapping is always more

fun with kids. This little

trapper checks the run

poles first near Sheep

River in K‐Country,

January 2013. Photo: M.

Jokinen

Trapper and ACA staff all

smiles at the start of the

day (Ram Mountain/

Nordegg, February 2013).

Photo: S. Webb

Bluebird sky view from

Ram Mountain. Photo: S.

Webb

VIDEO: Scent

marking

Video: K. Schroderus and  

N. Godlonton

This short clip was taken
west of Nordegg and
shows how wolverines
mark trees with their
scent. 

Mistaken identity
A small, female wolverine
was shot by a
landowner/hunter a few
miles west of Oyen in
southeastern Alberta last
fall. It was found in an
area with badger activity
and the hunter assumed it
was a badger when he
shot it. It is being
mounted by a local
taxidermist and will be on
display at the Oyen
school. We will be
collecting tissue samples
from this specimen to
include in our DNA
analysis.

Contact us
Got a wolverine story or
photo to share? Send it to
us and we'll post it in the
newsletter. Stay tuned
for more updates! 
 
Mike Jokinen 
#400, 817 ‐ 4 Avenue S. 
Lethbridge, AB  
T1J 0P8 
403‐715‐0211 
mike.jokinen@ab‐
conservation.com

Shevenell Webb 
101‐9 Chippewa Rd. 
Sherwood Park, AB  
T8A 6J7 
780‐996‐4104  
shevenell.webb@ab‐
conservation.com 
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We've had the chance to do fieldwork with several trappers in

the past few months. In January 2013, we visited the A La Peche

Lake area near Grande Cache and went out to check run poles.

More photos on the left!

Distribution of registered traplines (RFMA, n=1667), wolverine harvests

(dot is centered on RFMA polygon) and natural regions in Alberta.

We completed a comprehensive update on long‐term wolverine

harvest trends in Alberta. We used harvest data collected from

fur affidavits (1985‐2011), fur registrations (1989‐2011) and Stats

Canada export records (1971‐2010). Our results show that the

total number of traplines and mean number of harvested

wolverines has increased over time, particularly in the past

decade. 

The distribution of harvest data shows that wolverines

primarily occur in the Rocky Mountains, Foothills, Boreal and

Canadian Shield regions of Alberta (Fig.1). When comparing two

time periods (1989‐1999 and 2000‐2011), wolverine registrations

have more than doubled in Northwest Boreal and also

increased by 47% and 33% in Northeast Boreal and Foothills,

while declining by 40% and 32% in the Canadian Shield and Rocky

Mountains during this time period. 

However, it is not clear whether these results are related to

changes in trapper effort, wolverine population or other

factors. Although some of the traplines in the Rocky Mountains

had high wolverine harvest densities, places where wolverines

have been harvested for the longest duration of time (i.e., 12‐23

years) occurred in the Boreal, primarily north of 58 degrees

Latitude (e.g., WMU 530, 536 and 539). Despite a lack of

consistent spring snow cover thought to be a critical factor for

wolverine occurrence, wolverine harvest success on some

traplines in the northern boreal forest of Alberta was

moderately high, indicating that other factors are likely

responsible for wolverine persistence in those areas. All of this

information is available in a harvest data report (Webb et al.

2013).

Observations From the Field

by Brian Bildson

 

As I made my way upriver on the Sheep Creek, I started to

notice more and more wolverine tracks criss‐crossing the creek.

As we neared Rufus Creek, I noticed all the tracks were coming

together at a rock which protruded from the ice. This area was

wind swept and the tracks of the wolverine were embossed

into the ice. As I approached the rock, I noticed wolverine scat

and urine spread throughout the area. It was an obvious scent

posting station. 

I found what can only be described as a wolverine toilet. Lots of scat

and multiple tracks coming into the spot. At another place, the wind

blew the snow away but left round imprints of wolverine tracks.

Photo: B. Bildson

I placed a couple of trail cameras at the location and was able

to capture the images of two different wolverines working the

bait that we had placed in close proximity. The wolverines

spent a significant amount of time scent posting and checking

out the surrounding area as they fed on the carcass. I'm

wondering how many different wolverines will pay a visit there

while I have my cameras up; time will tell!

 

On a related note‐ Mike Jokinen, ACA biologist, swears that

wolverine urine smells sweet. Check it out for yourself next time

you find a scent‐post and report back to us! 

Observations From the Field 

by Neil Kimmy

We trap a large area on the western slopes of the Birch

Mountains including the main watershed the Leige River.

During a season, we lose about 10 snared lynx a year to

wolverine. For the most part, it's a little disheartening but we

have learned to live with it. We are presently very active in the

Wolverine Study and thought we would share what we

observed while on the trapline after Christmas this year.

While checking traps, we came across what a wolverine had left

us of a snared lynx ‐ its head .This is very typical of wolverine to

leave only the head and the snare especially if the lynx is

frozen. Other lynx often cannibalize but typically eat only the

soft tissue of a snared animal. Fisher eat as much as they can

but seldom just leave the head. While crying over what was left

of the lynx, I noticed what looked like dragging marks on the

snowmobile trail, so we started following them. 

Wolverine drag marks and cache site in peat bog. Photo: N. Kimmy

The drag trail took us about 200 yards down a hill and around a

corner into a peat‐like swamp where the trail continued into

the center of the bog another 100 feet. At the end of the trail

was a snow mound where a wolverine had dug through the 2

feet of snow and about 1 foot into the peat. The wolverine had

buried what was left of the lynx carcass (about ½ the animal)

and covered it with snow, grass and peat. By this time, this

mixture was quite frozen solid which made it difficult for us to

dig into. I have seen this type of caching a few times before

with wolverine. Marten and fisher do this sort of thing quit

often but tend to curl up with the food for a few days, then

revisit in the colder weather.

A closer look at the cache site in the bog. Photo: N. Kimmy

We checked with other researchers and there has been similar

observations made of wolverines caching in bogs in Scandinavia.

Great find, Neil!

Observations From the Field 

by Russell Graham
 

Russell's drawing

My name is Russell and I am 8. I like my Dads trap line, it is the

funnest thing in the world. I like wolverines, they are cool. My

Dad has two run poles and I get to see animals on the motion

cameras. We try to get hair samples from wolverines, we use

beaver as bait. Wolverines are the awesomest animals in the

world. We usually do not get wolverine hair samples, we get

marten samples. I like seeing wolverine tracks in the snow in

the mountains when we are checking marten traps. Sometimes

we find them traveling on the snowmobile tracks. On the run

pole this year we had five marten on one and on the other run

pole camera we had a moose. I like wolverines.
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